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Journal of the Senate

________________

Thursday, April 5, 2001

The Senate was called to order by the President pro tempore.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Reverend David Asel of Montpelier.

Message from the House No. 50

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Mr. Palmisano, its First Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate the House has adopted Joint Resolutions of the following titles:

J.R.H. 89.  Joint resolution honoring Richard “Dick” and Frances “Fran” Hunt for their exemplary volunteer activities in Bennington.

J.R.H. 87.  Joint resolution congratulating the Mt. Anthony Union High School Patriots’ 2001 Division I wrestling team.

J.R.H. 92.  Joint resolution congratulating Judge Thomas M. Crowley on his receipt of the 2001 FOR-VT Jack Barry Award.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered a Joint Resolution originating in the Senate of the following title: 

J.R.S. 47.  Joint resolution in memory of Professor Barbara Davis Cheng.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.

The Governor has informed the House of Representatives that on the fourth day of April, 2001, he approved and signed bills originating in the House of the following titles:

H. 65.  An act relating to expansion of Youth Hunting Day.

H. 69.  An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the city of Barre.

Bill Referred to Committee on Finance

House bill of the following title, appearing on the Calendar for notice, and affecting the revenue of the state, under the rule, was referred to the Committee on Finance:

H. 23.
An act relating to wine tastings by manufacturers or rectifiers in second class license establishments.

Joint Resolution Adopted on the Part of the Senate

Joint Senate resolution of the following title was offered, read and adopted on the part of the Senate, and is as follows:


By Senator Mazza,


J.R.S. 48.  Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, April 6, 2001, it be to meet again no later than Tuesday, April 10, 2001, at ten o’clock in the forenoon.

Joint Resolutions Placed on Calendar

J.R.S. 49.

Joint Senate resolution of the following title was offered, read the first time and is as follows:


By Senator Gossens,


J.R.S. 49.  Joint resolution congratulating the Mount Abraham Division II championship field hockey team.


Whereas, the game of field hockey entails rapid offensive decisions and an alert, and equally speedy, defensive response, and


Whereas, the Mount Abraham Eagles field hockey team, which in 1999 reached the championship match against Champlain Valley Union High School, focused its 2000 season on again earning a place in the ultimate game, and


Whereas, the Eagles' enthusiastic and determined playing style indeed culminated in a repeat championship berth against their rivals from Champlain Valley Union High School, and


Whereas, during the championship contest's first half, the two well-prepared squads ran out the clock to a scoreless tie, and

Whereas, recognizing that Division II championship dreams were now truly at stake, the Eagles rallied their forces early in the second half, as the goal-scoring duo of Miranda Jones and Michaela Casey enabled their team to assume a 1-0 lead, and


Whereas, Alexis Butler’s solo goal, in combination with the Eagles’ outstanding defensive tactics, assured that the 2000 title would reside with the women from Mount Abraham, and

Whereas, the entire Eagle field hockey contingent including players Desiree Roberts, Cortney Lucia, Lisa Buritt, Biff Steggerda, Tracy Apgar, Kasic Bingham, Alexis Butler, Jamie Bell, Jenna Casey, Miranda Jones, Michaela Casey, Ashley Harriman, Lily Atkins, Sarah Kwiatkowski, Lindsey Burritt, Kate Pellegrini, Megan Estey, Carissa Thompson-Snow, Lindsay Spaulding, Stephanie Butler, Liana Wilks-Dupoise, Sarah James, Krissy Jones, Kelly Cram, Saralynn Purinton, and team manager, Krista Patterson, deserve commendation on the clinching of a truly merited field hockey crown, and


Whereas, the coaching staff, including Head Coach Mary Stetson, and her able Assistant Coach Ann Pollender, inspired the Eagles to perform on the field at the highest possible caliber, now therefore be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly congratulates the 2000 Division II championship Mount Abraham High School field hockey team, and be it further
Resolved:  That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this resolution to Mary Stetson at Mount Abraham High School.

Thereupon, in the discretion of the President pro tempore, under Rule 51, the joint resolution was placed on the Calendar for action tomorrow.

J.R.S. 50.

Joint Senate resolution of the following title was offered, read the first time and is as follows:


By Senator Gossens,


J.R.S. 50.  Joint resolution congratulating the 2000 Mount Abraham Union High School Eagles Division IV football team.


Whereas, although the punting and passing of the elongated pigskin ball is a venerable institution at most Vermont schools, this favorite weekend past-time had long escaped the campus of Mt. Abraham Union High School, and

Whereas, in 1999, a yearning for this truly American sport led to the establishment of a Division IV football team, the Mt. Abraham Union High School Eagles, and

Whereas, the traditional sporting convention, dictating that the junior teams defer to their more experienced rivals, was of no consequence for the ambitious Eagles, and

Whereas, in only their second season, the Eagles, after defeating the Winooski High School Spartans by a score of 16-8 to earn the second seed in the Division IV playoff, returned the following week to overwhelm the Spartans 20-0, sparked by a sensational defensive line that kept the Spartan offense to a mere 76 yards, and

Whereas, in tackling their championship opponent, the undefeated U-32 Raiders, the Eagles were facing a team that had twice defeated them during the regular season, and

Whereas, despite the most formidable challenge, the Eagles overcame an initial 8-0 deficit, including a late second quarter 59-yard drive, that enabled the men from Mt. Abraham to assume a satisfying12-8 halftime lead, and

Whereas, although the Eagles ultimately did not capture the championship crown, their superb seasonal and playoff performance is worthy of commendation, especially in light of the team's brief history, and

Whereas, all of the Eagles, including Andrew DeRenzis, Andrew Morrie, Jason Griner, Justin Tierney, Curtis Layn, Jacob Forkas, Kyle Hartman, Dan Ingram, Bruce Meecham, Nick Castle, Noah Ketchledge, Travis Cram, Jason Kittredge, Matt Curler, Jesse Paul, Devon Bennett, Matt Miller and Joe French, deserve praise for so quickly establishing their prowess among Vermont high school teams, and

Whereas, Head Coach Bill Leggett and Assistant Coach Ernie Senecal were outstanding in guiding their players to a high athletic plateau, now therefore be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly congratulates the Mt. Abraham Union High School Football Eagles on their extraordinary sophomore season, and be it further
Resolved:  That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this resolution to Bill Leggett at Mt. Abraham Union High School.

Thereupon, in the discretion of the President pro tempore, under Rule 51, the joint resolution was placed on the Calendar for action tomorrow.

J.R.H. 87
Joint resolution originating in the House of the following title was read the first time and is as follows:

Joint resolution congratulating the Mt. Anthony Union High School Patriots’ 2001 Division I wrestling team.


Whereas, the Mt. Anthony Union High School Patriots wrestling team, under the incomparable leadership of coach Scott Legacy, had earned 11 consecutive Division I titles as the 2000-2001 mat season commenced, and


Whereas, prior to the championship tournament, the Patriots had amassed a stunning seasonal record of 28 victories and a mere single defeat, and


Whereas, this grand season already included the 2001 Marble Valley League championship based on a perfect league record of five victories and no defeats, and


Whereas, the extremely fit and well-trained Patriot wrestlers overwhelmed their nearest tournament competitors from Essex High School by the unbelievable score of 308.5 to 185, and


Whereas, in addition to Mt. Anthony’s garnering a 12th consecutive Division I championship, seven Patriot wrestlers, including Kyle Willard (112 pounds), Tyler Galipeau (125 pounds), Ben Lackey (135 pounds), Ken Jones (145 pounds), Ron Wright (152 pounds), T.J. Williams (160 pounds) and Steve Forrest (171 pounds), captured individual championship titles in their respective weight classes, and


Whereas, Mt. Anthony Union High School won a very respectable second place at the New England regional championships, and

Whereas, each of the outstanding Patriot wrestlers, including captains Kyle Willard, Kiel Santelli, Rick Serraro, Ben Lackey and Ron Wright, and their invaluable teammates Bill Harris, Ed Brown, Mike Powers, Jerremy Morin, Brett Miller, Nathan Hayes, Brendan Mance, Jesse Liimatainen, Paul Monick, Brad Krause and Chris Pruden, deserves credit for the team’s great display of wrestling technique, and

Whereas, the dedicated coaching staff that Head Coach Scott Legacy directs, including assistant coaches Bruce Lackey, Bucky Noyes, Rick Mattison, Fred LaBrake, Paul Dicranian, Tramain Cassano, Roy Slade and Dwayne Metclaf, Shawn Legacy, Eric Becker and Scott Elithorpe, is undoubtedly one of the finest group of coaches ever assembled for any high school wrestling program, and

Whereas, team managers Stacy Rondeau, Amanda Sausville, Tina Bugbee, Shirley Jewett and Emily LaBrake provided essential administrative support, now therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly congratulates the 2001 Mt. Anthony Union High School Patriots’ Division I championship wrestling team, and be it further

Resolved:  That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this resolution to Coach Scott Legacy and to Athletic Director Tim Brown at Mt. Anthony Union High School in Bennington.

Thereupon, in the discretion of the President pro tempore, under Rule 51, the joint resolution was placed on the Calendar for action tomorrow.

J.R.H. 89
Joint resolution originating in the House of the following title was read the first time and is as follows:

Joint resolution honoring Richard “Dick” and Frances “Fran” Hunt for their exemplary volunteer activities in Bennington.


Whereas, dedicated volunteers are the lifeblood of charitable, civic organizations, and


Whereas, a husband-and-wife team who are both active volunteers is an even greater bonus to a community’s nonprofit infrastructure, and


Whereas, Richard “Dick” and Frances “Fran” Hunt epitomized the ideal volunteer couple, and


Whereas, Dick Hunt was a 20-year employee at Mt. Anthony Union High School, and the senior class of 1976 dedicated the annual yearbook in his honor, and


Whereas, his wife Fran was employed by Union Carbide/Eveready and retired after 22 years, and


Whereas, Dick Hunt has volunteered for 23 years as a member of the Bennington Volunteer Fire Department, and has had special responsibility for matters relating to traffic control, and


Whereas, the Bennington Battle Day Parade, which the Bennington Volunteer Fire Department sponsors, has honored Dick Hunt by designating him as Grand Marshal, and

Whereas, Dick Hunt has operated the public address system at numerous events that charitable and nonprofit events sponsor each year, and

Whereas, Fran Hunt has volunteered countless hours for a variety of organizations, including the Red Cross, R.S.V.P. and the First Baptist Church of Bennington, and 


Whereas, as a volunteer, Fran Hunt has served as a town meter maid, and as a collector of birth certificate data in Windham County for the Department of Health, and


Whereas, Fran and Dick Hunt are the joint recipients of the most-recently granted Bennington Chamber of Commerce’s D. Ed Moore Award in honor of their outstanding community service, and

Whereas, Fran and Dick Hunt, who, on April 29, 2001, will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, are the parents of three sons, Terry, Timmy and Roger, two daughters, Krystal and Melodie, the grandparents of ten grandchildren, and the great-grandparents of two great-grandchildren, now therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly is pleased to honor Frances “Fran” and Richard “Dick” Hunt for their many years of exemplary community service, and be it further

Resolved:  That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this resolution to Fran and Dick Hunt in Bennington.

Thereupon, in the discretion of the President pro tempore, under Rule 51, the joint resolution was placed on the Calendar for action tomorrow.

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence

J.R.H. 92.
Joint resolution originating in the House of the following title was read and adopted in concurrence and is as follows:

Joint resolution congratulating Judge Thomas M. Crowley on his receipt of the 2001 FOR-VT Jack Barry Award.


Whereas, Judge Thomas Crowley is a native of Chittenden County, and


Whereas, he served for eight years in the U.S. Army and Air National Guard, and


Whereas, after graduating from St. Michael’s College, he embarked on a career in the insurance industry and established the Crowley Agency Inc., and


Whereas, his interest in public affairs and policy prompted Tom Crowley to stand for election to the Vermont Senate in which he represented Chittenden County from 1967 to 1991, and


Whereas, in the midst of very active public and private careers, his life was challenged by alcoholism, a disease for which personal commitment is an essential element of recovery, and


Whereas, Judge Crowley has waged both personal and public battles in his successful effort to recover from the effects of alcoholism, and 


Whereas, his perseverance and determination have yielded such enormous progress on the road to recovery that Governor Howard Dean deemed him qualified for appointment in February 1998 to complete an unexpired term as a Chittenden County Assistant Judge, a decision that the voters subsequently affirmed when he was elected in November of that year to a full term, and


Whereas, Friends of Recovery-Vermont (FOR-VT) is a statewide organization which promotes public awareness and understanding of alcohol and substance abuse, and


Whereas, FOR-VT places special emphasis on encouraging persons in recovery to publicly relate their personal stories of recovery as the best educational tool to inform the public concerning this major health care problem, and


Whereas, FOR-VT gives its Jack Barry Award to an individual who has shared his recovery experience with the public, and

Whereas, on Friday, April 6, 2000, FOR-VT, in conjunction with its 3rd Annual Recovery Day, will honor Judge Thomas M. Crowley as the recipient of the 2001 Jack Barry Award, now therefore be it


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:


That the General Assembly is pleased to congratulate Chittenden County Assistant Judge Thomas M. Crowley on his receipt of the 2001 Jack Barry Award, and be it further

Resolved:  That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this resolution to Chittenden County Assistant Judge Thomas Crowley.

Consideration Postponed

Senate bills entitled:

S. 69.
An act relating to suspension of a pupil who threatens a false bombing of a school.

S. 62.
An act relating to unwanted telephone solicitations.

Were taken up.

Thereupon, without objection consideration of the bills was postponed until the next legislative day.

H. 269.
House bill entitled:

An act relating to unclaimed property.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, without objection consideration of the bill was postponed until the next legislative day.

Bills Passed in Concurrence

House bills of the following titles were severally read the third time and passed in concurrence:

H. 242.
An act relating to terms of office for collectors of delinquent taxes.

H. 327.
An act relating to the Grand Isle consolidated water district.

Point of Order Sustained; Third Reading Ordered

S. 67.
Senate Committee bill entitled:

An act relating to motor vehicle registrations and taillamps.

Was taken up.


Senator Campbell, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which the bill was committed, reported recommending that the bill be amended by adding two new sections to be numbered Sec. 10 and Sec. 11 to read as follows:

Sec. 10.  A STUDY TO REVIEW DISTRICT COURT CIVIL RULE 80.6


A committee is created to study whether the rules governing the obligations and responsibilities of enforcement officers, as defined in 23  V.S.A. §4, relative to the issuance and prosecution of traffic complaints, should be changed.  The committee shall be comprised of the chairs of the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary, the commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles, the chief officer of the Vermont Police Association, the chief officer of the Vermont Constables Association, the director of the Vermont State Police, the chief officer of the Vermont Chiefs of Police Association, and the executive director of the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, or their designees.  The committee shall consult with the hearing officers of the Vermont Judicial Bureau, the court administrator’s office and other persons who have an interest in the procedures governing operation of the Vermont Judicial Bureau.  The committee shall report its recommendations in the form of legislation to the House and Senate Judiciary Committees by January 15, 2002.  Legislative Council shall provide administrative support to the Committee.  Committee members who are not full-time state employees shall be entitled to per diem and expenses as provided in 32  V.S.A. §1010, and members of the General Assembly shall be entitled to per diem and expenses in the same manner as provided to standing committees pursuant to 2  V.S.A. §406.

Sec. 11.  Effective Date.

Section 10 shall take effect on passage.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Crowley, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was referred, reported that the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to Rule 43, and pending the question, Shall the bill be amended as recommended by the Committee on Judiciary?, Senator Mazza raised a point of order, on the ground that the recommendation of amendment was not germane to the bill and that it should be ruled out of order pursuant to Sec. 402 of Mason’s Manual of Legislative Procedure.  The President pro tempore sustained the point of order and ruled that the recommendation of amendment of the Committee on Judiciary could not be considered by the Senate.

Thereupon, the pending question, Shall the bill be read the third time?, was agreed to, and third reading was ordered.

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence

J.R.H. 88.
Joint House resolution entitled:

Joint resolution congratulating the 2000-2001 Mt. Anthony Union High School Patriots’ girls’ basketball team.

Having been placed on the Calendar for action, was taken up and adopted in concurrence.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Mazza, the Senate adjourned until eleven o’clock and thirty minutes in the morning.
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