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H.103

Introduced by 
Representative Sweetser of Essex
Referred to Committee on 

Date: 

Subject:
Conservation; Act 250; shooting ranges; nuisance exemption 

Statement of purpose:  This bill proposes to exempt owners, operators, and users of shooting ranges from criminal liability relating to noise when the range is used in a lawful manner.  The bill also exempts shooting ranges from Act 250.

AN ACT RELATING TO SHOOTING RANGES

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont: 

* * * Shooting Range Exemptions * * *

Sec. 1.  10 V.S.A. § 5227 is amended to read:

§ 5227.  SPORT SHOOTING RANGES; MUNICIPAL AND STATE 



AUTHORITY

(a)  “Sport shooting range” or “range” means an area designed and operated for the use of archery, rifles, shotguns, pistols, skeet, trap, black powder, or any other similar sport shooting.

(b)  The owner or operator of a sport shooting range, and a person lawfully using the range, who is in substantial compliance with any noise use condition of any issued municipal or state land use permit otherwise required by law shall not be subject to criminal responsibility or to any civil liability for damages or any injunctive relief resulting from noise or noise pollution, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary.  

(c)  If no municipal or state land use permit is otherwise required by law, then the owner or operator of the range and any person lawfully using the range shall not be subject to criminal responsibility or to any civil liability for damages or any injunctive relief relating to noise or noise pollution.

(d)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit or limit the authority of a municipality or the state to enforce any condition of a lawfully issued and otherwise required permit.
* * * Shooting Range Exemption from Act 250 * * *

Sec. 2.  10 V.S.A. § 6081(q) is added to read:

(q)  No permit is required under subsection (a) of this section for the construction, operation, or expansion of a shooting range. 
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