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H.85

Introduced by 
Representatives Adams of Hartland, Baker of West Rutland, Brown of Walden, DePoy of Rutland City, Helm of Castleton, Larrabee of Danville, Rogers of Castleton and Wood of Brandon
Referred to Committee on 

Date: 

Subject:
Fish and wildlife; lands management wildlife biologist; lands management account; appropriation 

Statement of purpose:  This bill proposes to create a position of a wildlife biologist who will manage land owned by the fish and wildlife department; to create a land management account made up of timber sales from fish and wildlife department lands to pay for the position; and to appropriate funds for salary and expenses for one year.
AN ACT RELATING TO A LANDS MANAGEMENT WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont: 

Sec. 1.  10 V.S.A. § 4051 is added to read:
§ 4051.  LANDS MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT

(a)  There is created a lands management account within the fish and wildlife fund for the purpose of sound management of lands owned by the fish and wildlife department.  The account shall consist of funds earned from timber sales on fish and wildlife lands, and any funds that may be appropriated by the general assembly.

(b)  Interest from the account shall be credited annually to the lands management account and the amount in the account shall carry over from year to year.

(c)  Funds in the account shall be used to pay the salary and expenses of a lands management wildlife biologist who is assigned to write and oversee the implementation of management plans for lands owned by the department of fish and wildlife.  If, at the end of any fiscal year, the funds remaining in the account exceed 25 percent of the funds projected to be needed for the next fiscal year, the commissioner may authorize the transfer of the excess funds into the fish and wildlife fund, and shall use the funds to support activities at the conservation camps.

Sec. 2.  LANDS MANAGEMENT WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST POSITION 
            AUTHORIZED; APPROPRIATION

(a)  The position of lands management wildlife biologist, pay grade 22, is created in the department of fish and wildlife.  The purpose of the position shall be to coordinate and conduct professional and scientific lands management work statewide on wildlife management areas (WMA) following department management plans, standard operating procedures, environmental regulations, and state and federal law.  The biologist will coordinate and supervise temporary personnel or contractors assigned to work with him or her; administer contracts for wildlife habitat enhancement and maintenance projects on fish and wildlife lands; develop and maintain a lands and facilities database of physical and habitat features; develop a schedule of maintenance and habitat enhancement treatments on WMAs; and maintain accounting records for the Lands Management Account created in this act.
(b)  There is appropriated from the general fund to the lands management account created in 10 V.S.A. § 4051, $60,000.00 to pay the salary and expenses of a lands management wildlife biologist for one year.  It is the intent of the general assembly that, after the first year, the salary and expenses of the lands management wildlife biologist shall be paid for from sales of timber on fish and wildlife lands pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4051.
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